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ARA/ECP:DTAHER 

09063 1Z 124929/16 

R082117Z JUN 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL BELIZE 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS STATE 132421 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, BH 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: BELIZE AIRWAYS LTD (BAL) FOREIGN AIR 
CARRIER PERMIT 

REF: BELIZE 349 

1 . GOB'S ESTIMATE OF SITUATION AS REPORTED REFTEL IS 
ESSENTIALLY CORRECT. CAB HAS INDICATED THAT BY JUNE 20 
IT WILL RULE ON THE MOTION FILED BY THE BOARD S BUREAU 
OF OPERATING RIGHTS TO REMAND FOR RECONSIDERATION THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE'S OPINION (FAVORING GRANT OF BAL 
PERMIT). JUNE 20 MERELY REPRESENTS OUTSIDE TIME LIMIT FOR 
CAB DECISION WHICH COULD BE MADE EARLIER. IF CAB DECIDES 
TO REJECT MOTION AND RECOMMENDS ISSUANCE OF PERMIT, CASE 
WILL BE SUBMITTED FOR PRESIDENTIAL DECISION. ALTHOUGH 
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DEPARTMENT IS UNABLE TO SPECULATE WHETHER OR NOT PERMIT 
WOULD BE APPROVED. THE EXISTENCE OF A US-UK AIR TRANSPORT 
AGREEMENT NORMALLY WOULD BE CONSIDERED TO BE A PRE- 
REQUISITE FOR THE BAL PERMIT. 

2. HOWEVER, JUNE 22 EXPIRATION OF PRESENT US-UK BILATERAL 
IS NOT BY ITSELF CRUCIAL TO PROSPECTS FOR ISSUANCE OF A 
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BAL PERMIT. IF US/UK AGREEMENT IS RENEGOTIATED AND 
CONTAINS A BELIZE-US ROUTE, BELIZIAN TRAFFIC RIGHTS WOULD 

NOT BE AFFECTED. IF A US-UK AGREEMENT IS NOT REACHED, 

THEN THERE WOULD CEASE TO BE A BASIS FOR A BAL PERMIT 
EVEN IF ONE WERE ISSUED BEFORE JUNE 22. 
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